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and the apostles narrowly escaped being stoned. They bent their course
hence to Lystra, in the same province, in which city the idolaters, sur-
prised to see a cripple miraculously healed by St Paul, declared the gods
were come among them. They gave to Paul the name of Mercury,
because he was the chief speaker, and to Barnabas that of Jupiter, probably
on account of his gravity and the comeliness of his person. In this per-
suasion they were preparing to offer sacrifices to them, and were with
difficulty diverted from it by the two saints. But soon after, at the
malicious instigation of the Jews, they passed to the opposite extreme
and stoned Paul. However, though left for dead, when the disciples
came (probably to inter his body) he rose up, went back into the city,
and the next day departed with Barnabas to Derbe. Hence, after numer-
ous conversions, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and the other cities
already mentioned, confirming the faithful in the doctrine they had lately
received, and ordaining priests in every church. They at length arrived
at Antioch in Syria, and continued with the disciples of that city a con-
siderable time, full of joy and thanksgiving for the success of their ministry.
During their abode in this city arose the dispute relating to the necessity
of observing the Mosaic rites. St Barnabas joined St Paul in opposing
some of the Jewish converts who urged the necessity of observing them
under the gospel. This weighty question gave occasion to the council of
the apostles at Jerusalem, held in the year 51, wherein SS. Paul and
Barnabas gave a full account of the success of their labours amongst the
Gentiles, and received a confirmation of their mission and carried back
the synodal letter to the new converts of Syria and Ciiicia containing the
decision of the council, which had exempted the new converts from any
obligation on the foregoing head.

St Barnabas gives us a great example of humility in his voluntary
deference to St Paul. He had been called first to the faith, had first pre-
sented St Paul to the apostles, and passed for first among the doctors of
the Church of Antioch; yet on every occasion he readily yields to him
the quality of speaker, and the first place; which we must ascribe to his
humility. Neither did St Paul seek any other pre-eminence than the first
place in all labours. At last, a difference in opinion concerning Mark
produced a separation, without the least breach of charity in their hearts.
John Mark met them again at Antioch. St Paul proposed to our saint
to make a circular visit to the churches of Asia which they had founded,
Barnabas was for taking his kinsman Mark with him; but Paul was of
a different sentiment in regard to one who before had betrayed a want of
courage in the same undertaking. The Holy Ghost would by this occasion
separate the two apostles, that for the greater benefit of the church the
gospel might be carried into more countries. John Mark by this check
became so courageous and fervent that he was from that time one of the